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TEACHING TUMBLR:
BLOGGING TOWARDS CRITICAL DISCOURSE 
NATALIE JAMES :: GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
CREATE AN ACCOUNT! 
WWW.TUMBLR.COM
• Sign up in 30 seconds with an email address 
• Then search for and follow exceptionalentries.tumblr.com
Join in....
TUMBLR IS...
A SOCIAL MEDIA BLOGGING 
PLATFORM SUPPORTING 
IMAGES, EMBEDDED MEDIA, 
AND SHORT AND LONG TEXT 
POSTS
Why tumblr?
Engaging (and often, familiar) platform for students

Dashboard (news feed) design encourages 
interaction

Natively multimodal 

Reblogging function inherently facilitates 
forwarding
www.exceptionalentries.tumblr.com
What is "forwarding"?
Rewriting by Joseph Harris 

"a writer forwards a text by taking words, images, or ideas 
from it and putting them to use in new contexts" (Harris 37)

Illustrating

Authorizing

Borrowing

Extending
www.exceptionalentries.tumblr.com
"The power of the Internet to make texts 
accessible comes with a cost, as you not only 
gain readers for a text but also lose control of its 
uses once you send it forward into the public 
sphere."
–Joseph Harris, "Rewriting" (p. 37)
REBLOGGING 
AS 
FORWARDING
THE STUDENT EXAMPLE ON 
THE RIGHT SHOWS ONE 
STUDENT'S BRIEF ANNOTATED 
BIB AND THEN ANOTHER 
STUDENT'S RESPONSE BELOW
view this full post at: http://breannamdunaway.tumblr.com/post/114895038637/annotated-
bibliography-bonus-option 
SOME WORDS OF CAUTION:
• The Internet is not a private or sanitized environment 
• Someone may read what you write 
• Readers may reply publicly 
• Other bloggers may take your texts and use them for their own 
purposes 
• There is a strong risk of exposure to new ideas
GUIDING STUDENT USE
• BEGIN WITH SUMMARIES OR RESPONSES TO STUDENT-
SELECTED ONLINE ARTICLES 
• ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO "LIKE" AND REBLOG EACH 
OTHERS' POSTS 
• TEACH/DISCUSS ONLINE DISCOURSE; ASSIGN 
RHETORICAL ANALYSIS OF ONLINE DISCOURSE
RESOURCES:
REWRITING BY JOSEPH HARRIS (OFTEN 
AVAILABLE AS E-BOOK) 
!
CONTACT ME: 
NATALIEJAMES@GEORGIASOUTHERN.EDU 
!
VIEW MY CLASS BLOG: 
EXCEPTIONALENTRIES.TUMBLR.COM
